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Human Rights in the Rhythm of Rock Protest Music of the 1980s and 1990s 

Book and photos by G. Scott MacLeod -  
https://www.lulu.com/shop/g-scott-macleod/human-rights-in-the-rhythm-of-rock/paperback/product-m2z5796.html  

 

   
https://www.macleod9.com/ror/ 

The book of photos and stories focuses on the Human Rights Now! concert in 1988, a six-week 
tour that raised awareness for the 40th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

& Amnesty International’s work in social justice. 
 

Human Rights in the Rhythm of Rock Protest Music of the 1980s and 1990s is an 
enlightening, enriching and entertaining exploration of the rise of socially conscious 

music of the 1980s & 1990s through some never-before-seen photos and accompanying 
text by photojournalist G. Scott MacLeod. 

 
G. Scott MacLeod Photographing Leonard Cohen 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrg2njHSrkQ 

 
Human Rights Now! 1988 Olympic Stadium Montreal 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJMEF1Zf1DA  

 
Human Rights in the Rhythm of Rock is an enriching look at an important era in music. It 

seemed to be a moment when we went from “sex, drugs & rock ‘n roll” to socially 
conscious lyrics that had deeper meaning.  

 
Christine Long 

CTV Montreal Journalist  
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Photojournalist G. Scott MacLeod tells us about his experience capturing some 
of the biggest names in music who were also raising awareness and funds for 
social causes, including Leonard Cohen, Sting and Sinead O’Connor, for the 

now-defunct Montreal Mirror. 
 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-78-all-in-a-weekend/clip/16187592-book-
exhibition-human-rights-rhythm-rock-protest-music  

 
 

Sonali Karnick  
All in a Weekend CBC Montreal 
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https://montrealgazette.com/entertainment_life/friday-on-my-mind-gabi-hartmann-returns-to-tap-
into-the-energy-of-montreal-fans	 	

Brendan Kelly The Gazette 
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https://mtlreviewofbooks.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2026-06-18-mrb-summer-26-FINAL.pdf  

Montreal Review of Books p.18 
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